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INAUGURATION OF THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR
The official inauguration ceremony at the Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology took place on 2 October. It will be the
625th academic year of our University.
The Dean of the Faculty of Biochemistry,
Biophysics and Biotechnology Prof. Zbigniew
Madeja delivered the opening speech. He welcomed warmly new students wishing them
interesting and fruitful studies, highlighted the
importance of friendships made at the University and encouraged to enjoy the beautiful city
of Cracow. Next, the Dean introduced members of the College of Deans and Dean’s Office
staff to the audience. New students who have
just become members of the academic society,

took the oath before Prof. Marta Dziedzicka-Wasylewska, Vice-Dean for Student Affairs. At
the end of the inauguration ceremony, representatives of the Student Self-Government and
the three Student Research Clubs: Mygen, Nobel and N.Zyme briefly presented their activities and invited new students to join them.
Dr Wojciech Branicki from the Department
of General Biochemistry delivered the inauguration lecture entitled ‘Use of Data on Human
DNA Variability for Predictive Analysis’. He discussed how determination of genetic features
can help in forensic investigations. Afterwards,
all attendees were invited to participate in a
commemorative photo.
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MAŁOPOLSKA RESEARCHERS’ NIGHT
The visitors were deeply impressed by
scientific achievements which impact imperceptibly on our everyday lives: enter our kitchens, help us live healthier lives and combat
diseases. They were struck that so much inspi-
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The true miracles could be seen in the research laboratories: from protein production by
genetically modified organisms to the defence
mechanisms of explosive plants. The male part
of the audience were particularly interested in
the possible use of some plant metabolites in
speeding up the beneficial effects of machine
exercising. In the multimedia room, the visitors
could not only enjoy interesting films, but they
also discussed a variety of scientific issues, including controversial topics.
For the first time, we presented colourful
flexagons. They drew attention of children, but
these were adults who were mostly attracted.
These little toys contained six different pictures
(DNA, bacteria, microscope and others) which
could be found through careful assembling
and replacing the elements. Playing with flexagon was similar to solving the riddle of a Rubik’s Cube.
And what surprises will be waiting next
year? You will have to come and check it out.
Paweł Jedynak

phot. by Dominika Giza

OUR FACULTY TOPS THE NATIONAL SCIENCE
CENTRESTATISTICS
In August, the National Science Centre
published statistics
of the competitions
for research grants,
postdoctoral fellowships and doctoral
studies that were
resolved in 2014.
As in the previous years, three universities received the largest allocations: Jagiellonian University (80 million zł), University of Warsaw (71
million zł) and Adam Mickiewicz University in
Poznań (44 million zł).

The National Science Centre has published
the statistics since 2012 but now, for the first
time, the ranking of scientific institutions was
complemented by the institutional details: faculties and other subunits. On this basis it can
be clearly seen that from all Polish research
units concerned, the largest funds were allocated to scientists form the Jagiellonian University Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and
Biotechnology. Of course, this also means that
our Faculty took the first place among the Jagiellonian University faculties. The table below
gives detailed information about university
financing, derived from the National Science Centre (https://www.ncn.gov.pl/aktualnosci/2015-08-10-statystyki-konkursow-2014).
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Table 1. Scientific institutions that received the highest amount of National Science Centre funds for research grants, scholarships and internships.

No.

Institution

Number of Proposals
Retained for Funding

Amount of
Funding
(zł)

1

Jagiellonian University

190

79 878 568

2

University of Warsaw

202

70 524 695

3

Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań

104

44 123 501

4

University of Wrocław

73

27 885 033

5

Wrocław University of Technology

46

25 059 081

6

AGH University of Science and Technology

48

19 735 787

7

Politechnika Warszawska

44

18 024 930

8

Institute of Organic Chemistry, Polish Academy of Sciences

18

14 925 882

9

University of Łódź

46

14 879 574

10

Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry, Polish Academy of Sciences

11

14 295 860

Table 2. Faculties and other university units that received the highest amount of National Science Centre
funds for research grants, scholarships and internships.

No.

1

University Unit

University

Number of Amount of QuantitatiProposals
Funding
ve Success
Retained
(zł)
Indicator
for Funding

Faculty of Biochemistry, Bio-

Jagiellonian University

18

79 878 568

29%

physics and Biotechnology
2

Faculty of Chemistry

Jagiellonian University

24

70 524 695

31%

3

Faculty of Biology

Adam Mickiewicz Uni-

21

44 123 501

28%

18

27 885 033

17%

19

25 059 081

33%

versity in Poznań
4

First Faculty of Medicine

Medical University of

5

Faculty of Fundamental

Wrocław University of

Warsaw
Problems of Technology

Technology

6

Faculty of Chemistry

University of Warsaw

17

19 735 787

23%

7

Faculty of Physics

University of Warsaw

23

18 024 930

36%

8

JU MC Faculty of Medicine

Jagiellonian University

18

14 925 882

17%

9

Faculty of Physics, Astrono-

Jagiellonian University

19

14 879 574

26%

University of Warsaw

11

14 295 860

50%

my and Applied Computer
Science
10

Centre of New Technologies

Table 3. Faculties and other Jagiellonian University units that received the National Science Centre funds
for research grants, scholarships and internships.

No.

University Unit

Number of Proposals
Retained for Funding

Amount of
Funding (zł)

1

Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology

18

17 260 687

2

Faculty of Chemistry

24

16 525 422

3

JU MC Faculty of Medicine

18

9 549 189

4

Faculty of Physics, Astronomy and Applied Computer

19

8 766 024

Science
5

Faculty of Biology and Earth Sciences

14

5 428 086

6

Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science

15

4 842 250

7

Faculty of Philosophy

20

4 634 932

cont. p. 44
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No.

University Unit

Number of Proposals
Retained for Funding

Amount of
Funding (zł)

8

Faculty of History

13

3 189 833

9

JU MC Faculty of Pharmacy

9

2 949 489

10

Faculty of Management and Social Communication

6

2 344 380

11

Faculty of Polish Studies

10

1 253 199

12

Faculty of Law and Administration

9

1 158 239

13

Faculty of Philology

6

631 051

14

JU MC Faculty of Health Sciences

2

620 698

15

Faculty of International and Political Studies

4

383 424

16

Jagiellonian Centre for Experimental Therapeutics (JCET)

2

199 975

17

Centre for Quantitative Research in Political Science of the

1

141 690

Jagiellonian University

RESULTS OF THE UNIVERSITY ADMISSION PROCEDURE
A total of 254 successful candidates will start their studies at the Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology
in the academic year 2015/2016: 88 – biochemistry (57 students of the BSc programme and 31 of the MSc programme),
160 - biotechnology (102 and 55 students of the BSc and MSc programmes, respectively and 3 people biotechnology
in English) and 10 – biophysics (BSc and MSc combined programme). Moreover, 25 people were admitted for the PhD
programme, 47 registered for the postgraduate course ‘Molecular Biology’ and 19 for ‘Business in Biotechnology’.

‘HIGH NOON’ MEETINGS WITH BIOCHEMISTRY, BIOPHYSICS
AND BIOTECHNOLOGY
On 17 October, the tenth edition of a series of
popular science lectures “‘High Noon’ Meetings
with Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology” starts. This year, two new topics will be
added – oxygen and carotenoids. Furthermore,
the ‘Meetings’ participants will have an opportunity to visit some Faculty labs, like the last
autumn. The full programme of lectures is presented below.
17 October 2015
• Immune System – the Centre of Our Health,
Prof. Joanna Cichy, Department of Immunology
• Shotgun Proteomics, or How to Shoot a Thousand Proteins, Dr Sylwia Kędracka-Krok,
Department of Physical Biochemistry
24 October 2015
• Angiogenesis – a Matter of Life or Death,
Prof. Alicja Józkowicz, Department of Medical Biotechnology
• Carotenoids – Pigments of Life, Dr Dariusz
Latowski, Department of Plant Physiology
and Biochemistry

7 November 2015
• Modern Forensic Genetic Analysis, Dr Wojciech Branicki, Department of General Biochemistry
• Deadly Chromatin, or What is DNA in Neutrophils for?, Marcin Zawrotniak, MSc, Department of Analytical Biochemistry
14 November 2015
• What Does It Mean to Catch a Viral Infection?, Dr Krzysztof Pyrć, Department of Microbiology
• X-Ray Crystallography Reveals the Structure of Proteins, Dr Grzegorz Dubin, Department of Microbiology
21 November 2015
• Biofuel of the Future, or How to Produce Hydrogen by Using Microbes, Dr Dariusz Dziga,
Department of Plant Physiology and Development
• Antitumour Vaccines, Dr Irena Horwacik,
Laboratory of Molecular Genetics and Virology
28 November 2015
• Transgenic Plants – Hopes and Fears, Dr Wojciech Strzałka, Department of Plant Biotechnology
• Oxygen – a Life-Giving Killer, Dr Martyna
Elas, Department of Biophysics
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Symfonia
Dr Ewa Zuba-Surma from the Department of
Cell Biology received funding of 4,758,000 zł
from the SYMFONIA 3 programme for cross-domain research projects (announced by
the National Science Centre on 15 December
2014). She took the second place in the ranking
of the submitted proposals.
The research project ‘Optimization of Complex Biocompatible Scaffolds Combining Graphene and Defined Stem Cell Populations for
Tissue Regeneration’ will be implemented in
the years 2015-2019 in collaboration of two
partners: the Jagiellonian University in Cracow
and the Institute of Electronic Materials Technology (ITME) in Warsaw. The cross-domain
cooperation opens new prospects for the use
of innovative graphene-based composites in
biomedical research and applications.
The project involves the use of graphene
flakes as scaffolds for mesenchymal stem cell
culture and induction of cardiomyogenic differentiation. The results will be tested at the molecular and functional levels, both in vitro and
in vivo in a rat model of myocardial infarction.
The outcomes of these studies may contribute to the development of new and effective
methods of cardiac muscle regeneration and
cardiovascular dysfunction therapy. Cardiovascular diseases are among the most common
diseases of affluence of the 21st century.
The studies will be carried out at the Department of Cell Biology, Jagiellonian University Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and
Biotechnology, at the Laboratory of Stem Cell
Research of the Małopolska Centre of Biotechnology and at the Laboratory of Chemical Graphene, ITME Department of Chemical Technologies.
Horizon 2020
The Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and
Biotechnology and the JU MC Department of
Ophthalmology and Ocular Oncology became
partners of a consortium which was awarded a
6 million euro research fund from the E-RARE-3
programme (rare diseases research), under the
UE framework programme Horizon 2020.
The five-year grant UMCure2020 was
aimed to develop new therapies against uveal
melanoma (UM). This cancer has an incidence
of approximately 5-7 per million per year and
is usually incurable because of metastases. Although the genetic and molecular risk factors
have been identified, currently there is no effective therapy that will prevent or combat me-
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RESEARCH GRANTS

tastasis.
The consortium coordinated by Dr Sergio
Roma-Roman from the Curie Institute in Paris
brings together the leading European experts
in research and treatment of uveal melanoma
from France, Great Britain, the Netherlands,
Germany and Poland, as well as two organizations: Champalimaud Foundation and Melanoma Patient Network Europe. Under this project,
several activities are planned: establishment
of a common tissue biobank, development of
animal models of uveal melanoma (to extend
knowledge and understanding of the cancer
spread), genetic and molecular characteristics
of UM (to identify new therapeutic targets and
test new anti-metastatic therapeutic strategies). A multilingual website for uveal melanoma patient education will also be launched.
The Jagiellonian University partners will
be in charge of the collection and analysis of
tissue samples from patients, development of
new immunodeficient animal models of uveal
melanoma and investigation of the effects of
the new UM treatments in these models. The
study will be supervised by Dr Martyna Elas
(Department of Biophysics, JU Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology) and
Prof. Bożena Romanowska-Dixon (JU MC Chair
of Ophthalmology).
Diamond Grant
On 1 July, the Ministry of Science and Higher
Education announced the results of the fourth
edition of the ‘Diamond Grant’ competition.
One of the winners was Paulina Nowak, a student of biophysics associated with the Department of Microbiology of the Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology.
On 16 September,
during a gala ceremony,
the Minister of Science
and Higher EducationProf. Lena Kolarska-Bobińska handed over the
diamond statuettes to the
winners. In her speech,
the Minister emphasized
that the aim of ‘Diamond
Grant’ competition was to
give young talented Poles
an opportunity to start
academic and professional careers. The awarded
students will receive scholarships and funds for

cont. p. 64
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their own research activities. They will also be
allowed to start work on their doctorates directly after completing the BSc programme.
Paulina Nowak received 132,000 zł for implementation of her project entitled ‘Internalization of PED Coronavirus into the Host Cell’.
The research will be conducted for two years.
The aim of the study is to investigate the
mechanism of PED virus infection. PEDV attacks cells lining small intestine of a pig and
therefore the cell line IPEC-J2, derived from unchanged porcine intestinal epithelium, can be
used as a model to study the natural course of
infection. During the two years of this project,
the following experimental studies will be carried out: i) identification of the virus endocytic
routs, ii) determination of pH-dependence of
virus-endosome fusion, and iii) analysis of the
intracellular transport kinetics.

Application of biophysical techniques to
virus investigations would be an opportunity
to understand the fundamental mechanism of
viral infection. In particular, the use of stimulated emission depletion (STED) microscopy and
the unique method of determining the signal
colocalisation may give insight into yet unknown processes.
Epidemics of diarrhoea caused by PEDV
are associated with a substantial economic
burden. PEDV infections result in significant
within-herd morbidity and almost 100% mortality in piglets. Due to the limited knowledge
of the mechanism of infection, there are no effective antiviral drugs against PEDV. Deep and
detailed knowledge of the interactions between PEDV and its host will enable not only better
understanding of the mechanism of infection,
but also new preventive and therapeutic approaches.

AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS
Scholarship for Outstanding Young Scientists

ned regeneration of cardiotoxin-injured muscle tissue in mice lacking HO-1 expression.

Three researchers from the Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology received
scholarships funded by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, awarded to young
scientists who conduct research of high quality
and have made remarkable scientific achievements. The winners of the tenth edition of the
competition included: Dr Magdalena Kozakowska and Dr Katarzyna Pietraszek-Gremplewicz
from the Department of Medical Biotechnology and Dr Jerzy Kotlinowski from the Department of General Biochemistry.

Dr Katarzyna Pietraszek-Gremplewicz
has investigated the molecular mechanisms
underlying Duchenne muscular dystrophy. In
2013 she completed her doctoral thesis at the
University of Reims Champagne-Ardenne and
joined Professor Dulak’s team who implemented the MAESTRO project. Doctor Pietraszek-Gremplewicz has explored the role of microRNA and inflammation, and thus the role of
‘anti-oxidative genes’ (for the Nrf2 transcription
factor and haem oxygenase-1) in injury and regeneration of skeletal muscles. She has applied
modern research tools including gene transfer
(retro- and adenoviral vectors), skeletal muscle stem cell analysis (satellite), reprogramming
of fibroblasts into induced pluripotential stem
cells, gene expression analysis (mRNA, microRNA).

Scientific interests of Dr Magdalena Kozakowska have been mainly focused on the role
of haem oxygenase-1 (HO-1) in skeletal muscle
regeneration. Doctor Kozakowska is the first
author of a study in which it was determined
that, after transplantation of cells overexpressing HO-1 into mice, HO-1 significantly inhibits
differentiation of mouse myoblasts, both in
vitro and in vivo. Currently, she coordinates a
research project under Iuventus Plus programme. The aim of this project is to investigate
whether p38 kinases are engaged in this process. Furthermore, Doctor Kozakowska worked on the role of HO-1 in the development of
rhabdomyosarcoma. Recently, she has exami-

In mice deficient in two genes: encoding
for dystrophin and HO-1 or dystrophin and
miR-378, Doctor Pietraszek-Gremplewicz has
studied the effect of these lacking agents on
muscle degeneration. She plans experiments
on mice deficient in dystrophin and Nrf2 or
dystrophin and miR-146a. These studies are
important to understand the molecular basis
of muscular disorders.
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Dr Jerzy Kotlinowski’s academic career
was launched at the Department of Medical
Biotechnology where, under supervision of
Professor Józkowicz, he carried out his study
using primary dermal fibroblasts isolated from
wild-type mice, mice heterozygous for the
haem oxygenase-1 allele or mutants lacking
this gene. During his doctoral studies, Jerzy Kotlinowski examined the angiogenic potential
of bone marrow cells isolated from wild-type
mice, normoglycaemic mice heterozygous for
the PPARgamma gene and animals of the mice
model for type 2 diabetes mellitus. The examination demonstrated that cells derived from
On 14-16 September, in the Jagiellonian University Auditorium Maximum, Cracow, a conference: ‘Regulatory Myeloid Cells in Health and
Disease’ was held. It was organized by the JU
Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology and JU Medical College under the
EU programme: European Network of Investigators Triggering Exploratory Research on
Myeloid Regulatory Cells (Mye-EUNITER) of the
COST programme framework.
Myeloid regulatory cells (which include
granulocytes, monocytes and dendritic cells)
form the key part of the immune system, but
their great variety together with the lack of methods that can be used for unambiguous identification, prevent rapid progress in fully understanding their role in immune response and
pathophysiological processes. The conference
was attended by researchers from around the
world and the aim of this meeting was to help
exchange experience among scientists who
study different subtypes of myeloid cells. This
could be useful to develop a general overview
of the current knowledge regarding myeloid
cells.

One-hundred-twenty-five scientists took
part in the conference. The following scholars

7

diabetic mice showed an impaired angiogenic potential and a reduced expression of the
PPARgamma nuclear receptor. After receiving
his PhD, Doctor Kotlinowski performed a research internship at the Gulbenkian Institute in
Oeiras, Portugal, under the supervision of Miguel Soares. Doctor Kotlinowski took part in research in which the Cre-LoxP system was used
to investigate the role of ferritin heavy chain in
the aetiology of atherosclerosis. Currently, he
works at the Department of General Biochemistry and studies the role of MCPIP1 protein in
non-alcoholic fatty liver disease.

CONFERENCES
of international reputation in the field of pathophysiology of inflammation and tumour
immunology were among the invited guests:
Siamon Gordon, (University of Oxford, UK),
Frederic Geissmann (Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center, New York, USA), Ajay Chawla
(University of California San Francisco, USA),
Craig N. Jenne (University of Calgary, Canada)
and Allan Mowat (University of Glasgow, UK).
Furthermore, a group of speakers represented Mye-EUNITER, these were: Sven Brandau
(University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany), Gosse Adema (Radboud University Nijmegen, the
Netherlands), Antonio Celada (University of
Barcelona, Spain), Kingston Mills (Trinity College Dublin, Ireland) and Elżbieta Kołaczkowska
(Jagiellonian University, Poland).
The lectures were accompanied by a poster session. Thirty-seven posters were submitted and the authors of five best presentations,
in recognition of the achievements, were awarded the opportunity to present their results
orally. These were:
•
Janusz Ligęza (Department of General
Biochemistry, Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology, Jagiellonian
University, Cracow) – ‘CPIP1 Is Involved in
Regulation of Angiogenesis in Clear-Cell Renal Cell Carcinomas’.
• Karine Serre (Institute of Molecular Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, University of
Lisbon, Portugal) – ‘Sometimes Myeloid
Suppressive Cells Get It Wrong: Tumour-Associated Neutrophils Inhibit Pro-Tumour Il-17-Producing Gamma/Delta T Cells’.
• Mateusz Tomczyk (Department of Medical
Biotechnology, Faculty of Biochemistry,
Biophysics and Biotechnology, Jagiellocont. p. 84
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•

•

nian University, Cracow) – ‘Impaired Heart
Function and Increased Post-Myocardial
Infarction Monocyte Mobilization in the Absence of HO-1’.
Ana Cardoso (Life and Health Sciences Research Institute (ICVS), University of Minho,
Braga, Portugal) – ‘A Role of Il-10 in Myelopoiesis’.
Jonathan Matalonga (Department of Physiology and Immunology, Faculty of Biology, University of Barcelona, Spain) – ‘The
Nuclear Receptor LXR Inhibits Bacterial Infection by a Novel Mechanism Impacting on
Cellular NAD Metabolism’.
The conference was organised with the

financial support of the COST and KNOW programmes. Moreover, KNOW covered the participation costs of all scientists from the Faculty
of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology.
The main conference organisers were the Mye-EUNITER project coordinators: Prof. Joanna
Cichy from the Department of Immunology,
Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology and Dr Jarosław Baran from the
Chair of Clinical Immunology and Transplantology, Jagiellonian University Medical College.
The outstanding lecturers and a group of
interactive participants made the conference
a real success. The next meeting of the Mye-EUNITER group will take place in Stockholm in
April 2016.

INVITATION TO THE WINTER SCHOOL
We are delighted to announce the 43rd Winter School of the Jagiellonian University Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics
and Biotechnology to be held in Zakopane on 16-20 February 2016. This year, the topic of the Winter School will be: ‘Biomolecules: from Structure to Function’. During the meeting, we will have an opportunity to learn about the new findings
about molecules that play pivotal roles in biological, biochemical and biophysical processes taking place in prokaryotic
and eukaryotic cells. .
On behalf of the Organizers
Dr Aneta Kasza, Department of Cell Biochemistry

N-ZYME
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GUESTS OF THE FACULTY
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IT’S PAST BELIEF!
‘Your pseudo-Western authorities, which apply Western
quasi-rules, are in fact Eastern, because they only mimic
Western solutions without feeling their sense, complying
to the regulations in a way that is contrary to the legislative intent, showing disregard for the spirit of the law and
twisting its letter.’
Ziemowit Szczerek, „Siódemka”, Korporacja Halart,
Kraków 2014

Third power1,2
This text was supposed to be about admission to studies in biophysics but it will be about animal experiments. This is also an ever-relevant issue and relates to a more general problem: why
the situation will not improve? And it will not improve until words on paper seem to be more
significant than reality. Ziemowit Szczerek has already exhausted the topic so we could stop just
quoting him and recommending the book, but then there would be no satisfaction of a job well
done...
Thus the question is about the aim of the new Act of 15 January, 2015 on Animals Used for
Scientific or Educational Purposes, according to which trainings for 700 people were held at our
Faculty for almost half of September 2015. Actually it is easier to answer the question of what is
not the aim of this Act. Certainly, this Act does not benefit either research, progress of science in
Poland or scientists, so it cannot help students. If it does not benefit science, it cannot benefit the
science ‘consumers’, i.e. patients (including veterinary patients!) either. This Act neither helped
the legislator, as it could be seen during the last October parliamentary elections, therefore it could not help the government. This Act does not benefit either farmers or distributors, so it is not
beneficial for the Polish economy. It does not satisfy voters (taxpayers) who elected the Members
of the Parliament (and indirectly the government) and would like to pay for good law-making.
Upon reflection, we come to the conclusion that this Act does not satisfy even NGO consultants
(defenders of animal rights), mainly because this provision, as a compromise solution, does not
strictly prohibit animal testing. So the defenders of animal rights will continue to fight…
Contrary to the assumptions and expectations, the Act does not benefit even animals, either
laboratory or others. It is sad because, according to one of the lecturers: ‘One shouldn’t perform
animal testing if he or she doesn’t like animals’. This Act injected new hope in scientists who like
animals and have to perform animal testing, new hope for real improvement of animal welfare,
as sometimes we witness unacceptable situations. Unfortunately, these hopes proved unfounded. This Act contains numerous contradictions which are detrimental for animals, e.g. the requirement of inducing anaesthesia prior to performing euthanasia (animals are often subjected to
euthanasia by overdosing with anaesthetics), the method of exposinganimalstocarbon dioxide,
unclear or incorrect definitions as ‘decapitation by cutting off the neck’, use of terms that are unintuitive, rare or calqued from English (e.g. ‘welfare’3, ‘distress’4 and many more).
Above all, however the Act contains an ‘ideological’ error that death is better than suffering,
in other words, the value of comfortable life is higher than value of any life. Animals are aware
of death and they can suffer like humans. It is we, who decide for them if it is better to be killed
(to reduce suffering or to take organs5) than suffer. This is highly commendable but objectifies
animals more than helps them, thereby possibly leading to legal acceptance of euthanasia and
other, unacceptable consequences, e.g. prohibition of keeping animals in hospices. And yet there
is the Act on protection of animals of 21 August 1997 which states that ‘Animal as a living being,
able to suffer, is not an object. Animals deserve our full respect, protection and care.’ (Chapter 1,
Article 1.1). Although the Act of 15 January, 2015 ‘amends the Act of 21 August 1997’ (footnote 1),
it is not clearly said whether the subsequent amendments affect the Article 1.1 of the Chapter 1.
If the amendments affect the mentioned Article, then animal is not an object! And if it affects this
Article? Then it is much worse because it means that animal is an object! Or sometimes is, sometimes isn’t! In any case, the Act of 15 January, 2015 does not deal with being or not being an object.
So what is the aim of the new Act? If it is not in accordance with the spirit, it will be in accordance with the letter of the legislation, that means it benefits Bureaucrats, and if it benefits
Bureaucrats, it will benefit Corrupt Bureaucrats. However strongly we oppose,
bureaucracy breeds corruption.
cont. p. 104
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And who is the beneficiary of the Act? If not the Animal, Legislator, Consultant, Deputies or the University, it will be the User
who ‘sooner or later will be removed from the list of users for non-compliance with the Act because the cases of non-compliance are summed but never cancelled’.
‘Wait a minute’, one of the training participants quickly added. ‘I’ve rung up the law firm representing our Institute. They
have examined the case and concluded that the cases of cancellation and removal or non-removal from the list could be
won. You only need to analyse the civil code carefully’. Exactly! Spend time, analyse, find (or not) the solution and… grab
some cash! It is not the scientists, not the deputies or NGO activists who create acts. It is not they who are responsible for the
wording of legal texts and it should be emphasized that the word choice is crucial for proper understanding what is allowed
and what is not and what is undetermined (‘Rywingate, added another participant). Who writes laws LIKE THAT? Who always
enjoys a financial advantage regardless of the court's decision? The third power!
Przemysław M. Płonka, Dominika Michalczyk-Wetula
The views expressed in this column, as well as the choice of illustrative examples, reflect personal views of the authors
Special thanks are owed to Dr Beata Płonka for extensive consultation!
3
There are a variety of definitions for what ‘welfare’ means. They are worth getting a closer look, e.g. on the Internet.
4
It is a very specialist concept, psychology uses another, similar one – ‘eustress’.
5
Death (with some exceptions, e.g. in toxicological studies) must not result from a procedure so if the animal’s condition deteriorates,
veterinarian may request to… to kill the animal! (Killing to prevent death.) On the other hand, we often kill animals only to take their
organs, but since death must not result from a procedure, the legislator stated that killing for the purpose of the organ removal, IS NOT
a procedure. So, we have got a bizarre gradation of three kinds of death: death resulting from a procedure (‘the worst one’), killing for
killing’s sake (and organ removal) and, finally, killing to benefit the animal (‘the best death’), whereas we know perfectly well that animals
desperately defend themselves against death, even if they suffer!
1
2

KNOW

In the third quarter of 2015, further KNOW tasks were implemented. As a part of Activities A
(Development and Enhancement of Research
Capacity and Application Potential of the Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology), the Faculty scientific staff could apply
again for financial support for conference or
workshop attendance and short or long term
internships abroad.
Under Activities B (Development of Young
Academic Staff ), the first competition for one-year postdoctoral internships was announced.
As a result of the recruitment process, five people were offered the position of Research Assistant: Dr MichałBukowski in the Department
of Analytical Biochemistry, Dr Damian Ryszawy
and Dr Katarzyna Piwowarczyk in the Department of Cell Biology, Dr Magdalena Kozakowska in the Department of Medical Biotechnology and Dr Mirosław Książek in the Department
of Microbiology.
Regarding Activities C (Development of
Education), on 1 July a decision was made to
award financing 16 research projects submitted by the following PhD students: Filip Bartnicki (Department of Plant Biotechnology),
Elżbieta Boratyn (Laboratory of Molecular
Genetics and Virology), Maria Czarnek (Department of Cell Biochemistry), Szymon Czauderna (Department of Medical Biotechnology),
Małgorzata Durbas (Laboratory of Molecular
Genetics and Virology), Izabela Główczyk (Department of Microbiology), Agnieszka Hoang

(Laboratory of Cell Biophysics), Monika Janczak (Department of Analytical Biochemistry),
Tomasz Klaus (Department of Cell Biochemistry), Anna Kusienicka (Department of Medical
Biotechnology), Paulina Marona (Department
of General Biochemistry), Paweł Mystek (Department of Physical Biochemistry), Anna Niewiarowska-Sendo (Department of Analytical
Biochemistry), Ewa Podgórska (Department
of Biophysics), Piotr Stępień (Department of
Biophysics) and Dawid Wnuk (Department of
Cell Biology).
Furthermore, 72 members of the Faculty
staff received incentive pay for their educational achievements and a scholarship programme for the Faculty undergraduate and
PhD students was launched. The scholarship
programme for PhD students was named in
memory of the late Prof. Jan Zurzycki (featured
in the 7th issue of Triplet), whereas scholarships
for undergraduate students were named JUNIOR (for students in the fields of biotechnology, biochemistry or biophysics, the first three
years of studies) and MASTER (for students of
biophysics, the fourth and fifth years of studies
and for students of the MSc programmes in
molecular biotechnology or biochemistry, the
first and second years of studies).
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